
Terrorism per se has no cemented definition from any of the statutes of law or resolutions of inter
governmental organizations, while many nations to brief their nation security concerns have one
that can suit their public policy on the matters of defence.

Not withstanding the above mentioned terrorism can be understood as an act or means
expressing ones  faith through means of radicalization, extremism & fanaticism which has
resulted in destruction of moveable and immovable properties, disruption of rule of law and
above all merciless killings of the innocent subject to inhuman torture, sexual violence and abuse
of humanity.

Terrorism though an age old concept but saw spotlight post 9/11 with the emergence of Al -
Qaeda as a consequence of US governments failure in handling the Afghanistan situation during
the cold war and post cold war regime followed by the rise of Taliban, Lashkar E Taiba in
Pakistan, Daesh etc.
The funding to these organisations happens through sex trafficking, cyber abuse, drug
trafficking, illicit trade of arms and ammunitions, money laundering and many such similar
incidents.
Today the United Nations and it's members nations are deeply committed to make this world a
terror free place.

State Sponsored Terrorism-

According to the Gilmore Commission of the U.S. Congress, state-sponsored terrorism is defined
as-

“the active involvement of a foreign government in training, arming, and providing other
logistical and intelligence assistance as well as sanctuary to an otherwise autonomous terrorist
group for the purpose of carrying out violent acts on behalf of that government against its
enemies.”

Organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah and Palestinian Islamic Jihad are heavily dependent on
state support. This support can include funds, weapons, materials and the secure areas that
organizations use for planning and conducting operations.
The United Nations organization has publicly increased pressure on Pakistan on its inability to
control its Afghanistan border and not restricting the activities of Taliban leaders who have been
designated by the UN as terrorists.

ISIS-
ISIS or the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria is a Sunni Jihadist group that claims religious
authority over all Muslims. Born out of the remains of al Qaeda, ISIS fell into obscurity for
several years due to an influx of US troops in Syria and Iraq. The group gained momentum in
2011, taking advantage of the volatile governments in these regions.



ISIS aims to create an Islamic state called a caliphate that spans Iraq, Syria, and beyond. The
group implements the Sharia Law to the fullest extent to keep the region rooted in eighth-century
Islam.

Suspected of killing thousands of people under the name of the Jihad. From 2014 to its dormancy
in 2019, ISIS launched hundreds of attacks and bombings on various Islamic states to reclaim
areas they believed to be rightfully theirs. Along with attacks organized by ISIS themselves, the
radical Islamic group also claimed credit for a multitude of attacks across the world; things
spanning from mass shootings, bombings, knife attacks, and many others.

Al - Qaeda -
Al- Qaeda is a broad-based militant Islamist organization founded by Osama bin Laden in the
late 1980s. Al- Qaeda began as a network to support Muslims against the Soviet Union during
the Afghan Wars.

After their victory over the mighty Soviet Union, Osama Bin Laden and a few of his close
associates capitalized on the network they had built during the war to take the Jihad global. Bin
Laden’s vision was to create a vanguard of elite fighters who could help lead the global Jihad
project and unite the hundreds of smaller Jihadist groups, fighting against their regimes and
turning them into one united front. For local Jihadists, pledging allegiance to Bin Laden and
adopting the Al Qaeda manifesto meant obtaining access to a wide range of assets such as
money, weapons, and most importantly training. Al Qaeda training camps became the center of
Jihadist education.

The 9/11 attacks electrified the global jihadist movement and raised Al Qaeda’s profile on the
global stage. After the September 11th attacks, Al - Qaeda increased its utilization of the internet
as an expansive venue for communication and recruitment of members. It became Al - Qaeda’s
mouthpiece for broadcasts and propaganda.

Taliban-
Taliban is an ultraconservative political and religious group that emerged in Afghanistan in the
mid-1990s following the withdrawal of Soviet troops. The collapse of Afghanistan’s communist
regime and the simultaneous breakdown of the nation's civil order fueled the group and helped
morph the Taliban from a small group of Afghan religious students attempting to confront crime
and corruption to an Islamic fundamentalist group.

In 1994 a group of former fighters successfully subdued a local warlord and began pacifying
nearby areas. The group, which enjoyed popular support with its promise of security and its



religious fervor, quickly grew into the movement now known as the Taliban. By the late ’90s, the
Taliban had seized the capital, Kabul, and gained effective control over around two-thirds of
Afghanistan.

The Taliban combined a strict religious ideology which consisted of a mixture of Deobandi
traditionalism and Wahhabi puritanism—with a conservative Pashtun social code (Pashtunwali)
to create a brutal and repressive regime. Its policies included the near-total exclusion of women
from all forms of public life including education and employment. They also partook in the
destruction of non-Islamic artistic relics and the implementation of harsh and inhumane criminal
punishments.

Lashkar - e- taiba-
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) is a Pakistan-based group formed in 1990 that primarily fights Indian
control over Jammu and Kashmir. The group subscribes to a strict fundamentalist interpretation
of Islam and seeks to establish an Islamic caliphate in South Asia. It has declared the U.S., Israel,
and India as existential enemies of Islam. LeT has conducted numerous deadly attacks against
Indian officials, troops, and civilians in the disputed area of Kashmir as well as throughout India
and Afghanistan.  The group maintains training camps, facilities, schools, and medical clinics in
Pakistan. It runs its own charitable organization, Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), and has supported
humanitarian relief missions in Pakistan. In 2002, Pakistan officially banned Lashkar-e-Taiba. In
2008, both the U.S. and the UN placed sanctions on several senior LeT leaders.

FINANCIAL ACTION TASK FORCE-
The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental policymaking body whose
purpose is to establish international standards, and to develop and promote policies, both at
national and international levels, to combat money laundering and the financing of terrorism. It
was formed in 1989 to set out measures to be taken in the fight against money laundering. Since
then, the FATF has issued 40 recommendations to fight money laundering and 9 special
recommendations to fight terrorist financing. FinCEN supports the Department of the Treasury's
efforts to promote the adoption of international standards involving anti-money laundering and
the counter-financing of terrorism (AML/CFT), including through the FATF where FinCEN led
the delegation from 1994 through 1998. The FATF membership is currently made up of 32
countries and territories and two regional organizations. Eight regional bodies similar to FATF,
known as FATF Style Regional Bodies, have also developed. The FATF Style Regional Bodies
have similar forms and functions to those of the FATF, and some FATF members are also
members of these bodies



Spreading of Terrorism on internet - VNSA and Cyber terrorism-
Non-state actors (NSA) are groups and organizations that are big and strong enough to have an
influence on world politics and cause changes. They do not belong to any state though they may
work together. Examples of NSAs are NGOs, religious groups, multinational corporations as
well as violent non-state actors (VNSA). VNSAs play a crucial role in the 4th Generation
Warfare. They use illegal violence, such as terrorism, to reach their goals. VNSAs should not
only be seen as terrorist groups, they can also be warlords, gangs, or militias. A terrorist network
could be designed to be either acephalous (headless like Al-Qaeda after Bin Laden) or
polycephalous (hydra-headed like Kashmiri separatists).

The growing importance of cyber space to modern society, and its increasing use as a ground for
clash, is becoming a national security anxiety for governments and armed forces globally. The
special distinctiveness of cyberspace makes it a lucrative domain for nation-states as well as
non-state actors in a cyber conflict. Although cyberspace conflicts are preponderantly a non-state
activity, they are drawing the consideration of those who wish to leverage them to endorse their
own agendas.

Netwar, like cyber war, describes a new spectrum of conflict that is emerging in the wake of the
information revolution. Netwar consists of conflicts waged, on the one hand, by terrorists,
criminals, gangs, and ethnic extremists; and by civil-society protesters [such as cyber activists or
World Trade Organisation (WTO) advocates], on the other. What differentiates netwar is the
networked organizational structure of its practitioners – with many groups actually being
leaderless – and their speed in coming together in swarming attacks. They operate in small,
dispersed units that can deploy nimbly—anywhere, anytime.

Measures taken by UN to Counter Terrorism
The main issue obstructing the formulation of a global strategy remains to define the term
‘terrorism’. The absence of a universal definition of terrorism for legal purposes has resulted in a
range of implications, for instance, the violation of the rights of Citizens by the State in the
course of their counter-terrorism efforts. As Robert Kupperman and Darrell Trent stated, “one
man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter,” the majority of researchers tend to believe that
there will never be an objective, universal definition of what constitutes terrorism.

In 1996, with the objective of providing a comprehensible legal framework for counter-terrorism,
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) was proposed to adopt the “Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism” (CCIT). It remained in discussion for some time but
could not make headway.



On 29th October 2022, all 15 UN Security Council members, including the P5, attended a special
summit on terrorism in Mumbai and Delhi. The member states unanimously adopted the Delhi
Declaration, reaffirming  “zero tolerance” towards terrorism.
UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy is also a unique global instrument to enhance national,
regional and international efforts to counter terrorism. The General Assembly reviews the
Strategy every two years, making it a living document attuned to Member States'
counter-terrorism priorities.


