
Letter from the Executive Board

Dear Delegates,

Congratulations on getting the opportunity to participate in Rockwell Model United Nations

2022. To the veterans of MUN, I promise you a very enriching debate that you’ve never

experienced before and to the newcomers, I am really excited to be a part of your maiden

voyage. As the world looks to come out of a rather ‘depression ridden' economic environment

and the world talks about a long standing ‘power shift’ to the east happening soon, the

importance of our generation being ‘ready enough’ to accept various challenges that lie ahead

of us can hardly be overstated.

What we desire from the delegates is not how experienced or articulate they are. Rather, we

want to see how you can respect disparities and differences of opinion, work around these,

while extending their own foreign policy so that it encompasses more of the others without

compromising their own stand, thereby reaching a unanimously acceptable practical

solution.

The following pages intend to guide you with the nuances of the agenda as well as the

Committee. The Guide chronologically touches upon all the different aspects that are

relevant and will lead to fruitful debate in the conference. It will provide you with a bird’s eye

view of the gist of the issue. However, it has to be noted that the background guide only

contains certain basic information which may form the basis for the debate and your

research. You are the representative of your allotted country and it is our hope that you put

in wholehearted efforts to research and comprehensively grasp all important facets of this

diverse agenda. All the delegates should be prepared well in order to make the council’s

direction and debate productive.

After all, only then will you truly be able to represent your country in the best possible way.

We encourage you to go beyond this background guide and delve into the extremities of the

agenda to further enhance your knowledge of a burning global issue.

The very best of luck delegates,

Tia Sanker, Chairperson

Advait Bigala, Vice Chairperson

Anush Iyer, Rapporteur



About the Committee-

United Nations Environmental Assembly-

The United Nations Environment Assembly is the world’s highest-level decision-making

body on the environment, with a universal membership of all 193 Member States. The

Assembly meets biennially to set priorities for global environmental policies and develop

international environmental law. Through its ministerial declaration and resolutions, the

Assembly provides leadership, catalyzes intergovernmental action on the environment. The

UN Environment Assembly is also the governing body of the UN Environment Programme.

Agenda - Discussion on Environmental Safeguard policies and legislations

Environmental Safeguards -

safeguards refer to the policies, procedures and measures intended to prevent, reduce,

mitigate and/or compensate for the unintended negative impacts on the environment

When governments invest in projects — such as building a road, connecting people to

electricity, or treating waste water — They have to ensure that the people and the

environment are protected from potential adverse impacts. This is done through policies that

identify, avoid, and minimize harm to people and the environment.

Environmental Legislation-

Environmental legislation is the collection of laws and regulations pertaining to air quality,

water quality, the wilderness, endangered wildlife and other environmental factors.

Concerned Agencies-

United Nations Environmental Program -

the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has been the global authority that sets

the environmental agenda, promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental

dimension of sustainable development within the UN  system and serves as an authoritative

advocate for the global environment.

Matters of Concern-

Industrial Waste

Any form of pollution that can trace its immediate source to industrial practices is known as

industrial pollution. Most of the pollution on the planet can be traced back to industries of

some kind.



Industrial pollution is the pollution caused by the industry. Together with the industrial

revolution, more factories and technologies were developed, which caused a lot of air, land,

and water pollution on our planet. This kind of pollution is one of the worst because the

smoke that the industry emits in the air contributes a lot to ozone depletion, health problems

to both animals and humans, and global warming.

Furthermore, the waste from these industries is being thrown on land and water, which

causes a lot of health problems as well for both animals and plants. These industrial

pollutants release a lot of harmful and unnatural chemicals into both soil and water, which

eventually lead to the extinction of some plant and animal species.

Overpopulation

With our ever growing population, recently going past the 8 billion mark, this also affects the

environment in multiple ways. We humans take the environment for granted alot and it has

a lot of adverse effects that we are unaware of.

Overpopulation is caused due to multiple reasons like lack of education, contraceptives etc.

This affects the environment as the more people there are, the more resources will get

consumed and in doing so will harm the environment. Even if everyone uses the bare

minimum it will still cause rapid depletion of non renewable sources of energy.

Overpopulation also means there's more kinds of land pollution, more waste that gets

dumped into water bodies causing water pollution, the obvious effect of increased noise

pollution and with things like smoking very common in the world it also causes air pollution.

Understanding the Long-Term Impacts of Natural Resource Extraction

Many mining companies want and need to know how to manage secondary impacts; all too

frequently, they lack access to the information they need to do this effectively.

Mining activities – whether artisanal or industrial in scale – result in two types of

environmental and social impacts: primary impacts, which occur on or immediately adjacent

to an extraction site, and secondary impacts, which occur because of infrastructure

development, population movements, and changes in local economies.

Secondary impacts can include deforestation along roadways constructed for transporting

the extracted products, and biodiversity loss, e.g. through increased fuel wood harvesting,

bushmeat hunting or poaching to support miners’ families. They can also include the

introduction of invasive alien species through transport operations, expanded agriculture

into natural forests, and expanded illegal logging.

Extractive companies, local communities and government agencies are better able to reduce

secondary impacts if they know where environmental sensitivities exist; know how to

mitigate impacts; have sufficient incentives to address secondary impacts; and are operating

within a legal and policy framework that can identify, manage and monitor a broad range of

impacts.



Chemical waste/ Weaponry

Chemical waste is any excess, unusable, or unwanted chemical, especially those that cause

damage to human health or the environment.

Chemical waste has enormous impacts on the environment. Air, soil, water and wildlife

health are all affected by the amounts of chemical waste generated every day by business and

industry. The main danger in the short term is water pollution. The chemicals that are

disposed of into our waterways make streams, rivers, lakes and aquifers unsafe to use for

drinking or agricultural purposes.

Animals and plants sicken and die when they drink from these waters, and human health in

areas downstream may be affected.

Furthermore, chemical waste causes multiple dangers to the soil and can also make it

infertile, the toxic gases/ substances released due to them also affect the atmosphere and

cause air pollution.

Chemical and nuclear weapons have been proven to be extremely effective, but their use also

results in extreme damage to all organic life in the area affected. For example mustard Gas

contaminates the soil and can remain highly toxic for years after its initial deployment.They

can contaminate the soil for decades and cause poisons to leach into once healthy rivers.

They can decimate ecosystems and disturb the harmony of nature. They kill humans and

animals without reflection and tip the world out of balance.

Guiding Questions

● What programs and services, such as DDR, are needed to address children in armed

conflict?

● To what extent are extractive industries helping or hindering countries in their efforts

to reduce deforestation, forest degradation and greenhouse gaememissions?

● How can we be better protected from the physical and psychological impact of

environmental degradation


